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MOST 1991 UM GRADUATES SUCCESSFUL IN JOB HUNT 
MISSOULA -
Sixty-two percent of The University of Montana’s 1991 bachelor’s degree recipients found 
jobs in their major or field of choice, according to a survey by the Office of Career Services.
The figure for master’s degree recipients was 71 percent. For graduates with doctoral and 
law degrees, the number was 87 percent.
Overall, 69 percent of the graduates found work in Montana. Sixty-four percent of the 
bachelor’s degree recipients landed jobs in state, as did 75 percent of the graduates with master’s 
degrees and 69 percent of those with doctoral and law degrees.
Nineteen percent of the bachelor’s and master’s graduates and 4 percent of the doctoral 
recipients chose to continue their education.
Bachelor’s recipients earned an average annual salary of $19,805, and master’s recipients 
earned $26,497. Graduates with doctorates earned an average of $31,562, and those with law 
degrees received an average of $26,027.
In-state salaries continued to lag behind out-of-state ones. Bachelor’s recipients’ annual 
salaries averaged $18,268 in state and $22,072 out of state. For master’s recipients, the comparison 
was $26,366 vs. $26,864. The figures for doctoral degree recipients were $31 ,(XX) in state and 
$32,500 out of state. The biggest difference was in the average annual salaries of law school 
graduates: $24,111 in state compared with $35,125 out of state.
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Graduates found work in a variety of organizations: 31.9 percent in business or industry; 
25.7 percent in education; 17.1 percent in government; 7.1 in professional organizations; 5.9 percent 
in medical institutions; and 5.6 percent in non-profit organizations. In addition, 3.6 percent were 
self-employed, and 3 percent worked at some other type of organization.
The size of the organizations hiring UM graduates varied, too, with 26.7 percent employing 
up to 19 people; 25.3 percent employing at least 1,000 people; 16.1 percent employing 20 to 49 
people; 10.1 percent employing 100 to 249 people; 8.3 percent employing 250 to 499 people; 8.1 
percent employing 50 to 99 people; and 5.4 percent employing 500 to 999 people.
Most students — 35.3 percent -- began looking for work after graduation. One quarter 
before graduating, 25.4 percent started their job search.
It took 29.1 percent of the students up to three months after graduation to find a job; 19.9 
percent at least two quarters before graduation; 17 percent four to six months after graduation; and 
16.3 percent more than six months after graduation. During their final quarter, 17.7 percent found 
a job.
The survey contains responses from summer 1990 through spring 1991 UM graduates. 
Fifty-five percent of the graduates -- 796 of 1,438 students — took part in the survey.
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Contact: Don Hjelmseth, director of career services, 243-2022
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